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ears with sounds of one kind or another. In the
midst of so much noise, Thomas a Kempis calls
on followers of Christ to “Choose a fitting time
to spend with yourself alone; and think often of
the goodness of God.” He further suggests, “No
one can safely appear in public who does not love
to be alone. No one can safely speak who does
not love silence.”
When I was in Cambridge last summer, I
worshiped one Sunday at the Quaker meeting
house.
Ihe Quakers have been meeting in
Cambridge for 350 years, stressing the simple
spiritual disciplines of silence, waiting, and
listening. There was no minister or choir. No
formal prayers. We entered the meeting room
quietly, sat in a circle three rows deep, and
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Isaiah 1:1-9
Matthew 25:1-13

Matt Theado
Professor,
English Department
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combination of a dark room without being able
to hear caused Danielle a little anxiety and she
resisted falling asleep.

Danielle that I woul
husband and expla
would be inheriting

One night, our “problem’’ disappeared. While
putting Danielle to bed, she asked me a series
of questions:

In this season of Adv
hope? In the text f
offers hope to all w
wicked ways. My pr
like Danielle, you ca
that you can experie
season brings.

“Are all of the doors and windows locked?”
“Would you make sure all the lights are turned
off?”
“Do you know the sounds of all the different
storms?”
“Will you come in and get me if we have a
storm?”
“Are we safe?” and “Do you love me?”

December 2

Isaiah 1:21-31
Luke 20:9-18

Lane Wesson
Assistant Professor,
School of Education

who inspired me to hope; to h
future, a family, a prospero
wonderful experiences and c
not realize how inspirational m
and to others until he was gon
have experienced with your o
and alone. Who would inspire
Whom would I turn to for ad
questions one night during p
my loss to which l received a
answer, “Me.”

You see, I realized in the dep
that God is the primary sour
life. The loss that I had experi
closer to Him. I was reminded
1 could do all things, even let g

reign. We will be able to go into the house of
God and He will teach us. Later in the chapter
we are told that "the eyes of the arrogant man
will he humbled and the pride of men brought
low.”
It was through the humbleness and hope of the
Swazi people that I began to understand what
it means to place our hope in the Lord Jesus
Christ. These people have very little. Many are
sick and dying as AIDS is ravaging their country.
The average life expectancy is just over 30 years
old. They are impoverished.
As an outsider looking at the state of their nation,
I saw very little hope. However during the years

are but just a mome
blown in the wind?
the future He has fo
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Isaiah 2:12-22
Luke 20:27-40
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Associate Professor of
Preaching and Pastoral Studies,
Executive Director,
Doctor of Ministry Program,
School of Dvinity
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fostered the growth in manufacturing but
had many negative consequences, and many
regions suffered severe unemployment. As
families moved to cities to find work, those
cities faced severe overcrowding, poverty,
crime and, disease. Finally, several scientific
advances and theories, like the changes in the
economy and technology, seemed to separate
the country from its cultural, historical, and
religious foundations. Consequently, Tennyson
was already questioning human progress and
humanity’s purpose. The loss of his lifelong
friend compounded his sorrow and uncertainty.
As a result, In Memoriam records more than loss
of a loved one.
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DECEMBER 6

Isaiah 4:2-6
Luke 21:5-19

Jackson Rainer
Dean, Graduate School
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cousin, “Sheri is never satisfied.” Bless his heart,
he took my side and said, “Maybe when we are
satisfied it is time to die.”
Years later, when 1 was in seminary, 1 participated
for several summers in an excavation in Israel.
The first year, the group stayed in a camp with
modest accommodations and simple food. Oh,
the griping and complaining and bellyaching
that went on! The next year, the director was able
to get us accommodations in a five star hotel.
We stayed in the basic accommodations but ate
in the same dining room as the guests paying
five star prices, had access to the Olympic-sized
pool, the tennis courts, everything. We also
had maid service every day. Our sheets were
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spiral will look like
that we can’t go wro
Jesus and find joy a
that finally matter m

DECEMBER 8

Isaiah 5:8-23
Luke 21:20-28

Michael Kuchinsky
Assistant Professor
of Political Science

12

people were all too real.

Likewise the prospects of pe
Isaiah in frighteningly con
Like a modern policy pun
dualistic society separating
was sheer leisure and mass
those whose limited resourc
whom the questions of ju
distribution are outweighe
make profit through scarci
where language is used for a
the moment, and truth an
valued, ffere were worlds w
any present-day place that k

Warner crafted the words for an episode in the
1860 novel Say and Seal, which she wrote with
her sister Susan. In the story, a little boy named
Johnny is dying of tuberculosis. On his last day
on earth, Johnny is in agonizing pain and asks
his Sunday School teacher, Mr. Linden, to hold
him. To comfort the child, Mr. Linden carries
Johnny around the room singing “Jesus Loves
Me.” The words speak directly to a child who
knows he will not live to grow up: “Jesus loves
me—loves me still/ Though I’m very weak and
ill/ From his shining home on high/ Gomes
to watch me where I lie.” “Jesus Loves Me is
more than a simple child’s song il the child in
question is facing the ultimate mystery!

power packed into

DECEMBER 10

Isaiah 6:1-13
John 7:33-8:11

Paula Fontana Qualls
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“Whatever my lot, thou has
‘it is well, it is well with my
Miraculously...slowly, but
able to move on. We found

both the satisfaction of meeting a challenge and
the success of achieving goals were present.
God intervened, though. He put me at GardnerWebb University as a staff' member after being a
student. Everything lined up in favor of staying
here instead of forcing my personal dream. I
thought at first that I would never be fulfilled,
but I had another opportunity that I did not see
coming. God put me in a situation to minister
to people through the martial arts.
I have studied in martial arts since age seven
and I realized that all of the fulfillment that
I thought the Marines could give me, I got
through martial arts. 1 had struggles, victories.

heartaches. But th
true is that when th
the morning. I ha

December 12

Isaiah 7:10-25
Luke 22:14-30

Nancy-Pat Dire
Adjunct Professor,
Communication Studies
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there stood the Christmas tr
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As the years went by, the a
gave way to the anticipation
season routines and seeing
Because I was no longer b
of opening gifts under th
appreciate other gifts of the

Snow had always been a desi
it meant fun and perhaps
off from school. As I got ol

could not solve its own problems, gave up the
search for truth and accepted despair. In such
an environment truth is created individually,
thereby creating a plurality of truths.
What really happened, though, was a sense of
hopelessness and despair was created because
all beliefs have been equalized. Hie hope of
finding truth or a unity of knowledge was
lost. The result, as Lesslie Newbigin (Weston,
2006, Lesslien Newbigin: Missionary Tfjeologian)
indicates, is that from the Enlightenment we
are left with skepticism and cynicism. But isn’t
there a better way? Was all of life lost to selecting
truth like selecting cars from a car lot?

For us, ultimately G
from his Son so tha
adopted children of
we have even in the
times—joy we need
'Hie Advent of the C
hopefulness—and an
Share this answer—t
with another this Ch

DECEMBER 14

Isaiah 13:6-13
John 3:22-30

Jeremy Fern
Director of Admissions,
School of Divinity
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While Jesus’ birth and retu
for Christians, His birth was
for many of that day and
judgment for the unbelieve
“The day ol the Lord is nea
unbeliever: “The day ol the
How can the same “day” b
and wailing? This is Isaiah
Babylon and its people: “
the Lord is near; it will co
from the Almighty...See,
is coming—a cruel day, w
anger—to make the land d
the sinners within it.” To

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Trying
situations may not make me happy, but I can
be joyful deep within. John 15:11 says, “These
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be full.” Jesus
wants to give me His joy, and He wants me to
experience it to the fullest. Why should 1 allow
anyone or anything to take that away from me?
The Bible says many times that we are to
“rejoice always” and that we are to consider it
all joy when we face various trials. How can we
do that? I know the only reason I can rejoice in
trying situations is to remind myself that God
wants the best for me and is continuing to work
in my life to bring about His plan for me. I may
encounter many tough situations, but if 1 keep

Tuesday,
December 16

Isaiah 9:1-7
Luke 22:54-69

Eddie Stepp
Associate Professor,
artment of Religious Studies
and Philosophy
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is unfortunate that far too m
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encounter various trials.”

Hebrews 12:2 says that “fo
him,” Jesus endured the cr
shame. In other words, tr
and even death on a cross

According to Webster's Diet ionary happiness is
defined as “marked by good luck” whereas joy
is defined as “delight.” How often the scripture
tells us to delight in the Lord! As Christians we
can and should live joyful lives. Why? Because
we know that God, loving us more than we can
even begin to comprehend, chose to send His
son to us in a way that we could understand,
that of a baby. We know that the infant grew
“in wisdom and stature,” modeling for us a
way of life by caring for others and sharing the
love of the Father, and loved us so much that
he wanted us to not just know God, but be in
relationship with him, always. In order for that
to happen, he had to die on a cross. That could
have been a real deal breaker. From what I have
read, crucifixion is the crudest of deaths. How

T H U RS DAY,
DECEMBER 18

Isaiah 9:1 8-10:4
Matthew 3:1 -12

Thom Black
Student Accounts
Representative,
Business Office
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The concept of doing a
serving others, was a critic
unfortunately, some adoles
as evidenced by the self-ab
approach to life we too oft
today.
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of Scouting was embodied
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look ahead, to anticipate
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trenched your tent even
shining at the moment bec
and heavy rain might be
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Jack is the recipient of a heart/double lung
transplant. He had this procedure done almost
1 1 years ago and is doing wonderfully. A
persons perception of a certain situation can
limit or produce joy in another. When Jack told
me about his transplant I was not filled with
sorrow or despair but more with amazement
and joy. 1 can only imagine the excitement that
jacks family felt when they found a donoi and
were able to see an immediate impiovcment
in their sons health and attitude. Jack has had
art as an outlet to express his feelings about
his situation. What a wonderful gift that God
has blessed him with. This gift not only helps
him heal emotionally but can help others
understand more about organ donation and
transplantation. Jack is very lucky to have such
a wonderful support system.

December 20

Isaiah 10:20-27
Luke 3:15-20

John Bridges
Director of
Church Relations
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are expecting.’’

I celebrated recently what
known at our house one of
of my life: the birthday of
Rebekah. And the only thin
anticipation of the great day
arrival of that day brought.
deal in our family. The trad
pancakes with candles, dinn
“You are special today birt
course the gifts make the day
Nothing is more joyful than
and the celebration of that b

us expectantly enter a marriage relationship if we
didn’t think we would be happy with our future
partner? As parents, isn’t one of our strongest
hopes for our children that they be happy?
When research indicates that the majority of
Americans are not happy in their jobs, we take
pause (and those of us that work at GardnerWebb think, "How can this be?”).
No, striving for happiness is not wrong. 1 dont
think God intends for us to go through life with
frowns etched on our faces continually counting
up all of our misfortunes.
The problem arises when this pursuit occurs
without the foundation of the joy that is
provided to all believers through the gift of

again focus and reflec
If we say that the spir
season make us happy
the importance of G
gesture. If, however,
he writes in 42:1 th
capture the essence o
to the promise of a jo

get to know each other.”

December 22

Why do we wait for crises t
one another?

Isaiah 11:1-9
John 5:30-47

Anthony Negbenebor
Dean, Godbold School
of Business
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The apostle John admonishe
to the truth of the scripture
Jesus Christ—the way, the
(5:30-47). He gives practica
showing God’s divine love t
enables us to live a victoriou
says, finds its beginning an
His initiative, not our so-ca
sacrifice, not our heralded
gracious mercy and grace (
sin fui ways), not our prete
His redemption, not our rig

me to them. I garden, can, and freeze like my
grandmother did. I am teaching myself to sew,
remembering the nightgowns and dolls she
made for me. All things that in the not-toodistant past I had no interest in. At times, I
catch a glimpse of my hands and see hers. I find
comfort in the gospel music that my grandfather
loved and that I could not abide in my younger
days. I talk to my dogs as my grandfather did
to his canine companions on the mountain
and wish that I had paid closer attention to the
“special language’ he used with them. I yearn
for one last walk with them up to the cabin on
“Papa’s Mountain” where he studied his bible
and prepared his sermons.

December 24

Isaiah 28:9-22
Luke 1:26-38

Robert W. Canoy
Dean and Professor
of Christian Theology,
School of Divinity

like King Herod (1:5a), Ze
Priest (1:5b), Elijah the pro
of the house of David (1:2
Emperor Caesar Augustus
God casts young, unmarrie
His drama.

Not only has the Lo
geogra phically away from
turned His attention to a gi
herself worthy of any sp
She has no rank. She has no
come from a well-to-do f
she gets a call from God
something much bigger tha
that she considers, frankly

first be last.
No catches, no conditions. We must understand
and accept that we are incapable of fulfilling
any condition sufficient to merit Gods gift—it
is ours only by the love and the grace of God.
We are in no way self-sufficient when it comes
to salvation.
The common theme of todays two scripture
passages is the repudiation of self-sufficiency. In
the passage from Isaiah, the Lord rebukes those
who feel self-sufficient: “ Hie wisdom of their
wise shall perish, and the discernment of the
discerning shall be hidden (29.14). Foolish are
those who believe they can “hide a plan too deep
for the Lord (29.15). Most foolish of all is the

the Bible teaches us
Lord. “And I do,” s

At Christmas we
and friends. All sor
conditions, are ass
greatest gift come
that we accept it, a
knowledge that it
and grace of God.
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